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                            Our mission

                                        Protect Special Places, Forever

                                        We are a Wisconsin nonprofit and community-based organization. We believe everyone should live in a world filled with green places where communities thrive. Land is essential for people’s physical, emotional, and spiritual wellness. All should enjoy equitable access to the benefits of land and nature. If we don’t protect undeveloped land now, it may be lost forever.
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                                    Prairie Partners Interns & BJ Byers (Land Management Director) at Patrick Marsh - Photo Credit: Ben Jones

                            

        

    

    
        
            
                It all starts here

The environmental issues facing our world have never been greater – our climate is changing, farmland is disappearing, not everyone has good access to land, wildlife habitat is vanishing, and people are losing their connections with the outdoors. Groundswell is pushing back. With the help of our supporters, landowners, partners and volunteers, we are taking on big issues with focus and resolve. Acre by acre we are getting results.
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            Our latest news

                            Here's What We're Up To...
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                    March- Waxwings, Willows & Wildflowers!
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                    We're Hiring! Development Coordinator
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                    Historic Planting at Westport Prairie
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                                Waterfowl Viewing at Cherokee Marsh
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                                    Volunteers processing seed with a hammer mill, Photo Credit: Ben Lam

                            

        

        
            
                                    Give a Helping Hand

                                                    Join Us and Become a Volunteer

                                                    With your help, we restore and care for our local natural landscapes for communities to enjoy and wildlife to thrive. No experience is necessary, and we provide the tools for the job.

                                                                                                    Learn More About Volunteering                                                
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        [image: A reminder that our Development Coordinator application deadline is this Friday, April 12th.   Follow the link in our profile to learn more!   #groundswellconservancy #conservationwhereyoulive #pasqueflower #danecounty #jobposting]
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        [image: From BJ's latest Nature Update:   "The bugling of cranes overhead is probably the most significant sign of spring for me.  To think that many of them have been enjoying sunny Florida all winter, yet still make the long journey back home to Wisconsin, makes me smile.  They usually start making their way back around March and in April and May they'll start nesting.  These prehistoric-looking birds mate for life (sometimes up to 20+ years) which is why you will often see them walking in pairs."  📷: BJ Byers  #groundswellconservancy #conservationwhereyoulive #spring #natureupdate #phenology]
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        [image: Solar Eclipse Reminder A solar eclipse is happening on April 8th, 2024! Wisconsin won't be in the path of totality, but we'll get a chance to see a partial solar eclipse. In Madison, the partial eclipse event will happen from around 1:00 - 3:00 pm. The mid-eclipse will be around 2:00 pm with 90% of the sun being covered. Even at 90%, it is a night and day difference from 100%, so don't expect it to be a major change.   If you are planning to view the eclipse, you should use safe solar viewing glasses or viewers. For more safety information, please see NASA's Eclipse Safety Information.   Map by NASA's Scientific Visualization Studio  #groundswellconservancy #conservationwhereyoulive #solareclipse #eclipse2024 #nasa]
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        [image: Have you seen a Ruby-crowned Kinglet before?   They're starting to show back up as the early parts of spring migration begin. Kinglets are small birds with a lot of energy! You can usually see them flitting through shrubs and branches. Their red patch is also not always visible, so it's a treat to see an excited male show it off.   📷: Ben Lam  #groundswellconservancy #conservationwhereyoulive #danecounty #bird #birds #kinglet]
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        [image: With the recent snow, here are some photos of some warm memories. Hope you're staying warm!   Photo 1: Prescribed burn at Westport Prairie (2024) Photo 2: Phoenix sculpture burn event at Patrick Marsh (2022) Photo 3: Outdoor volunteering at Patrick Marsh (2024) Photo 4: Candlelit hike and bonfire at Patrick Marsh (2024)  📷: Ben Lam, Liz Pelton, and BJ Byers  #groundswellconservancy #conservationwhereyoulive #fire #danecounty #prescribedburn #phoenix #bonfire]
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        [image: Photo taken at Westport Prairie during a prescribed burn yesterday. The heat made the photo look like an impressionist oil painting!   📷: Ben Lam  #groundswellconservancy #conservationwhereyoulive #westportprairie #prescribedburn]
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        [image: Join us for our next field trip!   We'll have an outing at Cherokee Marsh to view waterfowl and other birds on the Yahara River. BJ Byers (Land Management Director) will share information about waterfowl and tips to identify them.  We will take the River Trail from the parking lot to the overlook by the Yahara River (see map)  *If there are no waterfowl present, we will explore the trails to see what we can find!  Sign up today at the events link in our bio.   📷: BJ Byers  #groundswellconservancy #conservationwhereyoulive #birding #danecounty #cherokeemarsh #ducks]
    






	    
        
            

		        
                
		        
				                

            

        

    


    




    
        
		
            
    
        
            
            
            
        

        
        
        

            
            
        


        
            
                Open            
                    
    


    
        [image: From BJ's previous Nature Update:  While out with my monthly outdoor volunteers, we discovered another little brown blob (pictured above). This was very clearly not an owl pellet.  It felt sort of like hardened foam and it was attached to a stick.  At first, I thought it could be a type of fungus but then discovered that it was actually a praying mantis egg case!  Praying mantises create this protective casing for their eggs in the summer.  It insulates the eggs all winter and, in the spring, the nymphs emerge by the dozens. *Note that if you find an egg casing that looks similar to this one, it likely belongs to the invasive Chinese mantis.  The native mantis creates more elongated egg cases.  📷: BJ Byers  #groundswellconservancy #conservationwhereyoulive #mantis #danecounty #westportprairie]
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                                                                    211 S. Paterson St.

Suite 250

                                                                                                    Madison, WI 53703                                                            

                            
                                                                    Phone:
                                    
                                        608-258-9797                                    

                                                                                                                                    Send Us An Email
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                                    Groundswell Conservancy is a tax-exempt 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization (tax identification number 39-1452825). Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

                            

		

				
		





























	